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In f ine 
form

With an eye for detail,  
Top3 by Design founder  

Terri Winter turned a dated 
’50s brick home into  

a contemporary casa.

Preen top and skirt 
from my-wardrobe.

com. Liberté bracelet. 
Diavolina heels.
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At the front door, F!nk 
and Co. vases sit beside 
a Piet Hein candelabra, 
which mimics the 
Great Bear (Ursa 
Major) constellation. 

Winter reclines in an 
Eames rocker in her light-
filled living room. Bec & 
Bridge jumpsuit. Marni 
earrings. Oroton necklace. 
Saint Laurent heels from 
Cosmopolitan Shoes. 

Nestled in the treetops, design 
store owner Terri Winter’s 

Sydney home is a relaxed, 
modern hideaway. 

by Rachel Lees
photographed by Prue Ruscoe

styled by Magdalene Liacopoulos
fashion styled by Gemma Keil

Design
Winterby
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I like the house most at evening time, when it’s not 
quite dark yet and I’ve lit the candles and the fire. 

All the timber makes it warm; it’s really beautiful.
“ “

A Marble lamp 
illuminates the 

freestanding Japanese 
timber bath in the 
bedroom, while a 

foldable Kartell trolley 
acts as a bar cart. 

Ligne Roset chairs flank  
a Korban/Flaubert table  
in the dining room.  
Artwork by Julia Carter.
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A Menu globe and 
other trinkets line  
a shelf in the master 
bedroom. RIGHT: 
Winter painted her 
son Jay’s bedroom 
(ceiling included) 
charcoal at his 
request.

A Korban/Flaubert 
drum table sits atop 
Winter’s much-loved 
Missoni Avalon rug.

n the Sydney home of Top3 by Design founder Terri Winter, 
every piece tells a story. There’s the Bauhaus chess set her 
sons—Jay, 12, and Zac, nine—learned to play on at the 
tender age of three, the Missoni Avalon rug the kids used as 
a dance floor and the Japanese timber bath she bought and 
had installed in the master bedroom as a surprise for her ad 
agency director husband, Bernd. 

The most impressive history, however, belongs to the 
house itself, which the couple bought as a deceased estate in 2009. 
It was constructed in the early ’50s for surrealist artist James 
Gleeson and his partner, Frank O’Keefe, who lived there for more 
than half a century. “We were hoping to find a painting somewhere,” 
jokes Winter, 39, who stumbled upon Gleeson’s paints and “one 
really wrecked canvas” during an initial tidy-up. 

Situated in Sydney’s lower North Shore, the two-bedroom brick 
home was sold as a renovator’s dream. Untouched for many years, it 
was in dire need of a modern overhaul. “We painted, scrubbed and 
pulled up carpets,” says Winter. “We pulled up carpet staples for 
days!” But the original structure of the house remained intact 
during the revamp, which was largely cosmetic. 

The main living areas were painted white and the original dark 
wood floors were buffed and polished. “We plan to renovate at some 

I
point but we don’t want to touch it too much either. The house just 
seems to have so much soul.” The original kitchen, however, 
featured “blue laminate and tiles from the ’70s” and was “the first 
thing we pulled out”. Stainless-steel counters were custom-made 
for the space, along with blonde timber-veneer wall panels. But the 
window through to the dining room came as something of  
a surprise: “I got home from work one day and there was a giant 
hole. My husband had decided to put the hole through to the 
kitchen himself!” Despite the initial shock, it has become one of 
Winter’s favourite design features. “You can entertain with friends 
and not be separate from them. We’re never ready when people 
come over so it suits us; we can just keep cooking!”

Equally unexpected, says Winter, is her affection for Jay’s room. 
“It was my son who decided he wanted a black bedroom. That 
wasn’t my choice but he’s nearly 13. I think it’s a teenage thing—he 
wanted something a bit more cool.” Winter covered the “roof and 
all” in charcoal paint and now admits she loves the cosy den, noting 
proudly that her sons have taken an interest in interiors. “Both the 
boys seem to have an innate sense of design; they care about stuff 
like that, which is cool.”

But when it came to making over the room destined to be the 
new master bedroom, Winter made no concessions. In the early 
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’70s, a large artist’s studio and fireproof vault was added on to the 
house. “Everyone assumes the biggest space would have to be the 
living area. When we said we were going to make that our bedroom, 
people were like, ‘That’s half the house!’ But it works perfectly.” 
Winter transformed it into a luxurious parents’ retreat—and her 
favourite room—with the addition of wooden flooring, a wall lined 
with gold Missoni fabric and the freestanding Japanese bath. As for 
the vault, “That’s now our walk-in wardrobe and a little gym.” 

It means the family has a significantly smaller living and dining 
area—temporarily at least. Ultimately, they plan to extend the 
lounge room to make the most of their private rainforest garden, 
which spans two-thirds of the 1,061-square-metre block and  
was a major drawcard for Winter when she found the property. “We 
fell in love with the gardens; they’re extraordinary. One of the guys 
must have been an avid gardener many years ago because there  
are orchids tied into trees and little stone pathways throughout.  
It’s magic.”

This home is a far cry from the “glass, steel and concrete” 
houses the family has gravitated towards in the past. “I think 
everyone expects me to have an ultra-modern, ultra-sleek house 
but one of the most important things for me is that your house  
is a tapestry of the life you and your partner have had.” As such,  
the pair has created a laidback contemporary home, accented  
with timber, steel and touches of black, along with myriad  
design pieces including the Stukon Stick Bowl, Cocoon fireplaces, 
various Kartell lamps, Ligne Roset dining chairs and the Korban/
Flaubert dining table. 

As the founder and curator of the Top3 by Design stores, 
Winter’s work allows her countless opportunities to stock her 
home with quality pieces. The company is devoted to sourcing no 
more than three products, chosen by merit of design, in each category 
they stock—from lamps to coffee cups, bath towels and beyond—
eliminating what can sometimes be overwhelming choice and 
delivering functional, inspiring homewares. Over the past 12 years, 
Top3 has evolved into a growing stable of accessible design stores, 
with two boutiques in Sydney (Crows Nest and Moore Park), one in 
South Yarra, Melbourne (which opened in April) and a flourishing 
online store (top3.com.au), which ships Australia-wide. 

“My passion grew a bit too much, into a business!” laughs 
Winter, who has won three Global Innovation Awards and now sits 
on several international judging panels, including the Bombay 
Sapphire Design Discovery Award and the Australian International 
Design Awards. She is passionate about sharing good design. “It’s 
about making a design store accessible to everybody—I felt they 
had created their own bubble and it wasn’t a pleasant experience to 
go into one. We wanted to create a sense of playfulness—
architectural but friendly.” Just like her home.  ■ 

Gold striped Missoni 
fabric lines one wall in 
the master bedroom. 

Artwork by Julia Carter.

A witch’s hat floor  
lamp lights the way to 

the boys’ playroom.  
BELOW: Winter and her 
Siberian Husky, Shadow. 

Veronique Leroy 
cardigan from Cara & Co. 

Hair and make-up: 
Samantha Powell.
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